LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

bidding the slaughter of animals for food
purposes by bleeding. Their open argument
was that they wished to prevent cruelty to
animals. In fact they succeeded in awakening
much public excitement on that question and
in passing a law forbidding the method of
slaughtering animals employed by the Jews,
so that those Jews who were in the habit of
.Jiving up to their religious customs had diffi-
culty in securing meat.1

There is, therefore, a possibility that the
people's wishes may be swayed back and forth
to extremes, and under such circumstances
they are likely to push through legislation that
would be considered unreasonable by people
of judgment, with ordinarily conservative
habits. The more intelligent reformers, there-
fore, ought, on the one hand, to recognize the
fact that legislators ordinarily will not favor
radical measures on account of the conserva-
tism of the people, but that in certain instances
the people themselves may be roused to the

1 Lowell, A. L., "Government and Parties in Continental
Europe," Vol. II, p. 284.
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